THE    FINEST    PROFESSION

matters gave an airing to their usual cliches such as cc Mr.
Curtis-Bennett figured with much credit in the title role,
supplying a manly and thoroughly acceptable rendering
of the part. . . ."

The manly hero's head was not turned, however. He
wrote in the diary: " Gave performance of Jedbury
Junior. Drove home and had supper/*

And now the results of the examination were through,
and the die was cast. Curtis-Bennett, at the age of 23,
was to be called to the Bar of the Middle Temple on
November 17, 1902, and would " devil" for Mr. Arthur
Hutton.

Before embarking on the strain of sitting in chambers
and waiting for briefs, however, he thought it wise to
take a cure. He had been suffering from throat-trouble,
and Aix-les-Bains was the only treatment. On the day
after the coronation of Edward VII, which he recorded
with complete impassivity in his diary, merely giving the
times of his journeys, he travelled to the South, attended
the baths diligently and returned on September 3. Now
his diaries record his growing interest in a Miss Elsie
Eleanor Dangar, daughter of a family very well known
in Sydney. He had met her at a dinner-party in the
Spring, had visited her when she was staying with her
parents at Marlow, and now travelled, after one night
in London, to Braemar, where the Dangars had a house
for the autumn. Curtis-Bennett was good-looking, could
talk (though he could not write diaries) and had a reputa-
tion as an athlete that must have travelled even to Australia.
The fact that they went for walks together before breakfast
must indicate to the least imaginative biographer that the
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